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	Faith and Reason as found in the Nicene Creed
	
	

	
	I. “I believe…”
	
	

	
	A. Students will articulate the relationship between faith and reason (Creed 2).
	
	

	
	1. Faith (CCC 878)  
	
	

	
	a. Heb 11:1 “Faith is the realization of what is hoped for and evidence of things not seen.”
	
	

	
	b. Belief is only possible through grace and the Holy Spirit, CCC153
	
	

	
	c. Truly a human act, CCC 154
	
	

	
	d. In faith the human intellect and will cooperate with divine grace, CCC 155 (relationship between faith and freedom)
	
	

	
	e. There are external proofs of God’s revelation that join the internal helps of the Holy Spirit, CCC 156 
	
	

	
	f. We profess this revelation in the creed, celebrate it in the sacraments, live by right conduct, and respond to it in prayer.
	
	

	
	g. Distinction between Fides Quae and Fides Qua: The faith that we believe with (theological virtue) and the faith that we believe in (objective content)
	
	

	
	2. Reason and its relationship with faith (see teachings of John Paul II and St. Thomas Aquinas)
	
	

	
	B. The learner will be able to dialogue regarding challenges about the Catholic Faith through use of the Magisterium, Sacred Scripture, Sacred Tradition and reason. (Creed 8)
	
	

	
	1. Introduction
	
	

	∆
∆
	a. 1 Pet 3:15-16 “Always be ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason for your hope but do it with gentleness and reverence.”
	
	

	
	b. Define apologetics
	
	

	
	1) Greek apologia: defense of an intellectual nature
	
	

	
	2) Sources available to students
	
	

	
	a) Bible quotations taken in context
	
	

	
	b) Encyclicals
	
	

	
	c) Church Council recommendations
	
	

	
	d) Catechism of the Catholic Church
	
	

	
	e) Religion Book/Apologetics Workbooks
	
	

	
	f) Priests, religious, and teachers
	
	

	
	g) Philosophy and logic
	
	

	
	2. Students will develop the skills necessary to refute challenges against the Catholic faith. (Creed 7)
	
	

	
	a. Qualities of an effective apologist
	
	

	∆
	1) Logic (Logos)
	
	

	∆
	2) The art of persuasion (Pathos)
	
	

	∆
	3) The art of building a bond of trust through example (Ethos)
	
	

	∆
	b. Prayer: conversion is the work of God’s grace 
	
	

	
	c. Holiness
	
	

	
	d. Joy
	
	

	
	C. Students will demonstrate an understanding of objective truth. CCC 2469, 2500 (Creed 5)
	
	

	∆
	1. Objective Truth: truth in and of itself apart from a knowing subject.
	
	

	∆
	a. Absolute: applies to all circumstances for all times
	
	

	∆
	b. Universal: applies to all peoples
	
	

	∆
	c. Immutable: unchanging
	
	

	
	2. Subjective Truth: truth as understood by the individual subject
	
	

	
	a. The correspondence of ‘my mind’ to objective truth
	
	

	
	b. Subjective truth is not an opinion
	
	

	
	c. Opinion: a personal interpretation of reality that can be either correct or incorrect
	
	

	
	3. Hierarchy of truth (Unitatis Redintegratio 11, CCC 90)
	
	

	
	4. Modes of truth (Fides et Ratio 30)
	
	

	
	a.  Physical:  truth pertaining to creation
	
	

	
	b. Philosophical:  truth obtained through the use of reason (the speculative powers of the intellect)
	
	

	
	c. Religious: truth pertaining to the Divine
	
	

	
	5. “Philosophy is the handmaid of Theology.” (cf. Col 2:8; John 14:6)
	
	

	
	6. Principle of non-contradiction: a thing cannot be true and untrue at the same time and in the same respect
	
	

	
	7. Attacks against objective truth
	
	

	∆
	a. Relativism: all truth is subjective
	
	

	
	b. Rationalism:  truth can only be known by reason (opposite of rationalism is fideism: truth is only known through faith)
	
	

	
	c. Skepticism: philosophical doubt in the human ability to know objective truth
	
	

	
	d. Irenicism (false tolerance): attempt to set aside differences of truth as if they do not exist
	
	

	
	1) Maintains truth is irrelevant
	
	

	
	2) Maintains the claims to truth only lead to conflict
	
	

	
	3) Maintains that ‘peace’ is achieved by simply ignoring the differences
	
	

	
	II. “…In one God the Father almighty…”
	
	

	
	A. Theism vs. Atheism 
	
	

	∆
	1. Define Atheism
	
	

	
	2. Define Agnosticism
	
	

	
	B. Rational Proofs of God’s existence
	
	

	
	1. Introduce students to five proofs of St. Thomas Aquinas: Motion, Causality, Perfection, Design, Contingency; cover Causality and Design.  Summa Teologica, Ia, q. 2, art. 3)
	
	

	
	a. Proof from Causality
	
	

	∆
	1) Necessary point of agreement: Every effect has a cause.
	
	

	
	2) Impossibility of infinite regress
	
	

	
	3) Necessity of a “First Cause” who Himself is not caused by another…This is who we call God:  “The Uncaused Cause”
	
	

	
	b. Proof from Design 
	
	

	
	1) All things that exist serve a purpose (final end).
	
	

	
	2) Purpose as an order that must arise from a rational principle
	
	

	
	3) Necessity of an ultimate rational principle…This is who we call God: “Unacquired intelligence.”
	
	

	∆
	2. Intelligent Design 
	
	

	
	a. Holds that certain features of the universe and of living things are best explained by an intelligent cause rather than an undirected process
	
	

	∆
	b. Complexity and intricacy of the universe reveals an intelligent principle (irreducible complexity)
	
	

	
	3. Introduce students to other proofs for God’s existence, such as: onotological argument, miracles, teleological argument; universal recognition of objective  good, immortality of human soul (intellect and will) etc. (see Peter Kreeft’s Handbook for Apologetics)
	
	

	
	4. Proof from moral obligation
	
	

	∆
	a. Universal recognition of the existence of moral obligation to do good and avoid evil
	
	

	
	b. This obligation must arise from either nature, human convention or God
	
	

	
	c. An obligation cannot be imposed by an equal or lesser source
	
	

	
	d. Therefore the obligation must be imposed by God
	
	

	
	5. Proof from man’s desire for Happiness
	
	

	
	a. Not satisfied by limited goods: wealth, pleasure, power, etc.
	
	

	
	b. Perfect happiness only caused by a perfect good, i.e. God, the perfect good that fulfills man’s longing for infinite happiness
	
	

	
	c. St. Augustine: “My heart is restless until it rests in Thee, my God.”
	
	

	
	C. Students will demonstrate the necessity of religion. CCC 27-30, 35, 38 (Creed 6)
	
	

	
	1. Define Religion
	
	

	
	a. Virtue that leads us to give God his just due
	
	

	∆
	b. Collection of truths and duties which arise from our dependence upon God
	
	

	∆
	2. Man’s recognition of his absolute dependence (contingency) 
	
	

	
	3. This dependence and existence has its cause in ultimate being, God.  Religion is the acts of adoration, love, thanksgiving in response of gratitude of the gift of existence
	
	

	
	4. Pascal’s Wager (not a proof for God’s existence but a probability argument that causes one to think critically about atheistic beliefs)
	
	

	
	a. Living a life of belief in God is a better wager than not living a life of belief.
	
	

	
	b. If one believes in God but God is found not to exist the person has lived a good life and lost nothing in eternity.
	
	

	
	c. If one does not believe in God but God is found to exist then the person does not necessarily live a life based on Christian morals and risks eternal damnation.
	
	

	∆
	5. Define Indifferentism
	
	

	∆
	6. Above proofs aid to refutation of pantheism (eg. Hinduism), polytheism (eg. Greek gods), atheism (eg. Buddhism) and New Age.
	
	

	∆
	7. The Three Monotheistic Religions (also called the three revealed religions):  Judaism, Christianity, Islam
	
	

	
	a. All three trace back to Abraham 
	
	

	
	b. Muslims’ claim to be descendants of Ishmael. (Gen 16:11-12)
	
	

	
	1) Basic Concepts of Islam
	
	

	
	2) Identify Muhammad
	
	

	
	3) Define Koran
	
	

	
	4) Islam blends Christian and Jewish doctrines with tribal religious beliefs that resulted in an extremely simplified version of worship of God.
	
	

	∆
	5) Islam rejects the divinity of Christ and recognizes him as a prophet
	
	

	∆
	c. Historical Judaism is the root of Christianity; Contemporary Judaism, like Islam, denies that Jesus is the Messiah and divine.
	
	

	
	8. The Church’s relation to the world’s religions: read and discuss Lumen Gentium 14-17 (see also Good Friday Liturgy Intercessions)
	
	

	
	III. “…Maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen and unseen.”
	
	

	
	A. Creation “ex nihilo” “out of nothing,” CCC 296
	
	

	
	B. Catholic interpretation of the first three Chapters of Genesis
	
	

	
	1. First three chapters of Genesis are Myth 
	
	

	
	a. Myth:  Parable or Etiological Story, a story that teaches a truth (Gen 1-11)
	
	

	
	b. Genesis does contain historical accuracy in narrative form (Humani Generis 38)
	
	

	
	2. Anthropic Principle: the universe was created for man
	
	

	
	C. Proper relation of faith and science (Fides et Ratio and John Paul II’s message to the Pontifical Academy for the Science)
	
	

	
	1. Proven scientific fact cannot contradict Revelation
	
	

	
	2. In cases of apparent contradiction, dialogue must continue until the conflict is resolved but Faith is to be adhered to until resolution is achieved
	
	

	
	D. Origin of the Universe: Fundamentalist Creationism
	
	

	∆
	1. Belief in the literal interpretation of the account of the first story of creation
	
	

	
	2. Some general tenets of fundamentalist creationism:
	
	

	∆
	a. The earth was created in seven 24 hour days
	
	

	
	b. Scripture makes exact scientific claims
	
	

	
	c. The entire history of the Universe corresponds exactly to the list of genealogies in the Old Testament.  Thus the earth ranges from 4000 to 8000 years old.
	
	

	
	3. Be familiar with some critical responses to the above tenets
	
	

	
	a. The Hebrew word for day (yom) which does not denote a twenty four hour period but an unspecified period.  It is more akin to the word ‘epoch’.
	
	

	
	b. Creationists do not apply the same literal translation to the second story of creation.
	
	

	
	c. Divine inspiration makes use of human instruments as they are.  Thus the authors were incapable of making claims based on modern day scientific method.
	
	

	
	d. Biblical Revelation does not intend scientific speculation thus the genealogies must be seen in light of the established scientific facts concerning the age of the universe.
	
	

	
	E. Origins of the Universe: Big Bang Theory
	
	

	
	1. Proposed by Roman Catholic priest (Fr. Georges Lemaitres)
	
	

	
	2. Not atheistic although it is maintained by most atheistic scientists
	
	

	

	F. Origin of Species: criteria for a Catholic understanding of evolution:  Evolutionary theory does not necessarily deny revelation and can be maintained by Catholics under the following conditions (from JPII’s address to the Pontifical Academy for the Sciences):
	
	

	
	1. There is not simply one theory of evolution but many theories that contradict one another.  Thus dialogue remains open even at the scientific level.
	
	

	
	2. Many theories of evolution do not rely on scientific fact but also maintain certain philosophical presuppositions.
	
	

	
	3. The theory of evolution, while having scientific merit, is itself in development and is not to be treated as though it is absolutely certain.
	
	

	
	4. To the degree that the evolution of species is a fact which does not contradict Revelation evolution can be maintained as a theory that advances scientific knowledge and can aid to a genuine understanding of the human person.
	
	

	
	5. Dogmas that  may not be denied by theories of Evolution
	
	

	
	a. Man is created in the image and likeness of God not the product of simply physical forces
	
	

	
	b. Human souls are immediately created by God; Any theory that considers the soul as emerging from the forces of matter is incompatible with the truth about man
	
	

	
	c. All human beings descended from the first parents: Adam and Eve.  “Adam” does not refer to a plurality of parents.
	
	

	
	IV. “…In one Lord, Jesus Christ …”
	
	

	
	A. Jesus reveals the Trinity
	
	

	

	B. Jesus Christ: One Divine Person with two natures divine and human
	
	

	
	C. Christ’s Divinity, CCC 465-469, 547-550, 651-655, (Jn 8:58-59, 10:38, 14:8-12; 1 Jn 1:7; Hb.1:1-2; Jn 10:30)
	
	

	
	1. People address Jesus as “Lord” as a title of respect but also as a recognition of his divinity, CCC 448
	
	

	
	2. Jesus is the Word (Truth) to allow us to understand and know God; “In the beginning was the word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” John 1:1
	
	

	
	3. Proof for the Divinity of Christ: 
	
	

	
	a. Lord, liar or lunatic (see Peter Kreeft, Fundamentals of the Faith)
	
	

	∆
∆
	b. Probative force of Miracles: Resurrection from the dead (1 Cor 15:17 “If Christ has not been raised then our proclamation is in vain and your faith is in vain.”)
	
	

	
	c. Probative force of Prophecies
	
	

	
	D. The Eucharist is Jesus Christ
	
	

	
	1. Define and Explain Transubstantiation vs. Consubstantiation or symbolical presence.
	
	

	
	2. New Testament Scriptural Sources for Catholic Belief in the Real Presence
	
	

	
	a. Luke 22:19  “Then he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which will be given for you; Do this in memory of me.”
	
	

	∆
	b. John 6: all – Bread of Life Discourse esp. John 6:53 “Amen, Amen, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you do not have life within you.”
	
	

	
	c. 1 Corinthians 10:14-17  “The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ?  The bread we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ?”
	
	

	
	d. 1 Corinthians 11:23-29 “Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord unworthily will have to answer for the body and blood of the Lord.  A person should examine himself…and discern the body.”
	
	

	
	3. Be able to answer common objections
	
	

	∆
	a. Explain Literal vs. Figurative interpretation of John 6 
	
	

	
	b. Defend against the accusation of cannibalism.
	
	

	
	4. Give some examples of testimony of Early Church Fathers (see Beginning Apologetics I, p. 9)
	
	

	
	a. Ignatius of Antioch CCC 1369
	
	

	
	b. Justin Martyr CCC1345
	
	

	
	c. Irenaeus CCC1350
	
	

	
	V. “…By the power of the Holy Spirit he was born of the Virgin Mary and became man…”(CCC 488)
	
	

	
	A. Mary and Typology
	
	

	
	1. Mary as the Second Eve (cf. 1 Cor 15:45)
	
	

	
	2. Protevangelium (Gen 3:15-17)
	
	

	
	3. Jesus refers to Mary as Woman (John 2:4; John 19:26)
	
	

	
	4. Mary as the Ark of the Covenant (Exodus 25; Rev 11:19-12:1; 2 Sam 6:9-18; Lk 1:39-56) Theotokos
	
	

	
	5. Mary as the Queen Mother (1 Kings 2:19-20) role of intercession
	
	

	∆
	6. Mother of God, (Lk 1:43, Gal 4:4), CCC 466, 495, 509
	
	

	
	B. Define Theotokos, CCC 495
	
	

	
	1. Doctrinal importance: 
	
	

	∆
	a. Maintains the unity of the two natures in the one Divine Person.
	
	

	
	b. Maintains the truth about the Incarnation
	
	

	
	2. Luke 1:43 “How does this happen that the Mother of my Lord should come to me?”
	
	

	
	a. “Lord” in Hebrew is Adonai
	
	

	
	b. Adonai served to replace the Divine Name thus to say the Mother of my Lord is the same as saying the “Mother of God.”
	
	

	
	c. Gal 4:4 “When the fullness of time had come, God sent His Son born of a woman.”
	
	

	
	C. Perpetual Virginity, (Lk 1:34, Mk 6:3, Jn 19:26), CCC 496-498, 502-507
	
	

	
	1. Isaiah 7:14; Mt 1:23: “A virgin shall conceive…”
	
	

	
	2. Mary is ever virgin:  before, during, and after Jesus’ birth 
	
	

	
	3. Be able to answer passages used to the contrary: 
	
	

	
	a. “Brethren of Jesus” Matt 13:55 
	
	

	
	1) “Brother” refers to cousins or friend in Hebrew culture.
	
	

	
	2) On the cross (John 19: 27; Mark 15:40) Jesus entrusts Mary to John, not to a blood brother which would have been necessitated by Jewish culture.
	
	

	
	b. Matt 1:24-25 “He had no relations with her until she bore a son, and he named him Jesus.”: “Until” does not mean that Mary and Joseph had intercourse after Jesus was born.
	
	

	∆
	D. Immaculate Conception, (Lk 1:28-30, 37, Gn 3:15), CCC 490-493
	
	

	
	1. Supported by the Church Fathers and infallibly Defined (cf. Ineffabilis Deus 1854, refer to ‘Development of Doctrine in Church History Curriculum) 
	
	

	
	2. Explanation of Doctrine:
	
	

	
	a. Mary was preserved from original sin and from all stain of sin from the first moment of her conception.
	
	

	
	b. Mary still needs Christ as her savior because his death merited her preservation.
	
	

	
	c. Mary was never touched by personal sin.
	
	

	
	d. Genesis 3:15 “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; He will strike at your head and you strike at his heel.” If there is enmity between the woman and the serpent then this opposition demands freedom from sin.
	
	

	
	e. Luke 1:28 “Hail, full of grace the Lord is with you.”  To be full of grace is to be without sin.
	
	

	
	3. Passage apparently contrary: Romans 3:23 “All have sinned and are deprived of the glory of God.” 
	
	

	
	a. ‘All’ does not refer to every individual because Jesus himself did not sin.
	
	

	
	b. ‘All’ refers to the human condition as marked by original sin.
	
	

	
	E. Assumption, (2 Kg 2:11, Mt 27:52, 1 Thess 4:17, Rev 11:19-12:1), CCC 966
	
	

	
	1. Infallibly defined (1950)
	
	

	
	2. Doctrinal explanation: 
	
	

	
	a. Mary was assumed body and soul into heaven
	
	

	
	b. Mary’s body was untouched by corruption
	
	

	
	3. Scriptural support:
	
	

	∆
	a. Elijah (2 Kings 2:11) and Enoch (Gen 5:24, Heb 11:5) were both bodily assumed thus showing that scriptures support bodily assumption.
	
	

	
	b. Rev 12:1-6 John had a vision of “the Woman” bodily present in heaven.
	
	

	
	F. Answering common objections:
	
	

	∆
	1. Why do Catholics Worship Mary?  Catholics venerate (eg: dulia; hyperdulia) Mary we do not worship (eg: latria) Mary. (principle applies to statues and images of Mary and saints)
	
	

	
	2. Why do Catholics pray to Mary?  (cf. Queen Mother, intercession of saints, 1 Kings 2:19-20, Luke 1:43)
	
	

	
	VI. “…For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, suffered, died, and was buried…”
	
	

	
	A. The problem of evil and suffering
	
	

	
	1. Major factor in persons choosing atheism or agnosticism
	
	

	
	2. Job: the Book of Suffering
	
	

	
	a. Deals extensively with the question, “Why do bad things happen to good people?” 
	
	

	
	b. Job’s response: honest prayer, awe before the mystery and trust in God’s plan
	
	

	∆
	3. Problem of Evil: Evil = absence or damage of a good due to a thing’s nature
	
	

	∆
	a. Physical: imperfection in created world 
	
	

	
	b. Moral: sin, source in the abuse of free will
	
	

	
	B. God's solution:  
	
	

	
	1. Christ's Incarnation, suffering and death
	
	

	
	2. Providence and the scandal of evil, cover CCC 309-314 
	
	

	
	3. Redemptive suffering (cf. Salvifici Doloris 11, 14, 17, 21-24 ) Col 1:24; 1 Peter 2:21
	
	

	
	VII. “…On the third day he rose again…”
	
	

	
	A. 1 Cor 15:17 “If Christ be not raised your faith is in vain.”
	
	

	
	B. Bodily resurrection: 13 appearances recorded in Gospels
	
	

	
	VIII. “…In fulfillment of the Scriptures…”
	
	

	∆
	A. The necessity of Revelation: three Pillars of Revelation: Scripture, Tradition and Magisterium: cf. 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
	
	

	
	B. The Bible, (2 Thes. 2:15, Jn 21:25, Mk 13:31, 2 Tim 2:2, 1 Pet 1:25), CCC 131-132, 141, 121-123, 78, 80-83, 95, 97, 100, 107
	
	

	
	1.  Sacred Scripture- the Word of God, revealed in history, used as a historical document of our faith throughout history, used to instruct, used to inspire
	
	

	
	2. 2 Tim 3:16 “All Scripture is inspired by God and useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the one who belongs to  God may be competent, equipped for every good work.”
	
	

	∆
	3. Historical reliability of the Gospels
	
	

	
	a. Contemporary confirmation by non-Biblical sources
	
	

	
	b. Textual credibility: 4,949 manuscripts with virtual agreement
	
	

	
	c. Inter-textual credibility : honest portrayal of biblical events and persons, textual disagreements do not effect doctrinal agreement
	
	

	
	d. Apostles’ credibility: witness to death for the truth of the Gospel
	
	

	
	C. Defending the Catholic Canon of the Bible:
	
	

	
	1. Define Canon 
	
	

	∆
	2. Catholic OT (Septuagint Canon) has 46 books while protestant OT (Hebrew Canon) has 39
	
	

	∆
	3. Books absent from Hebrew canon/Protestant OT: Wisdom, Sirach, Judith, Baruch, Tobit, 1 and 2 Macabees and some parts of Daniel and Esther
	
	

	
	4. Catholics adhere to the Septuagint translation of the Old Testament which is the translation used by Jesus and the writers of the New Testament.
	
	

	
	5. Catholic Church defined Canon at Council of Hippo in AD 393
	
	

	∆
	D. Define and Refute Doctrine of Sola Scriptura
	
	

	
	1. Doctrine of Sola Scriptura is not found in Scripture
	
	

	
	2. John 21:25 “There are also many other things that Jesus did, but if these were to be described individually, I do not think the whole world would contain the books that would be written.”
	
	

	
	3. Scriptures affirm that the Church is the “pillar and foundation of the truth.” (1 Tim 3:15)
	
	

	
	4. Scriptures demand proper interpretation from proper authority (cf. 1 Tim 2:2; 2 Pet 1:20; 2 Peter 3:16)
	
	

	∆
	E. Scriptural confirmation for Sacred Tradition
	
	

	
	1. 1 Corinthians 11:2  “I praise you because you…hold fast to the traditions, just as I handed them on to you.”
	
	

	
	2. 2 Thessalonians 2:15 “Stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that you were taught, either by an oral statement or by a letter of ours.”
	
	

	
	3. Be able to explain scripture passage that appears to deny Sacred Tradition: Matthew 15:3 “And why do you break the commandment of God for the sake of your tradition?” (human vs. divine Tradition)
	
	

	
	IX. “…He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead…”
	
	

	
	A.  Judgment  (one of the Four Last Things)
	
	

	∆
	1. When all things are subjected to Christ, then the reign of God will be complete
	
	

	
	2. Particular Judgment 
	
	

	∆
	3. General Judgment 
	
	

	∆
	B. The Second Coming of Christ
	
	

	
	1. Parousia
	
	

	∆
	2. Address false notions; i.e., Rapture: theological fiction derived from joining unrelated texts  Mt 24:41 and 1Thes 4:17
	
	

	
	X. “…We believe in the Holy Spirit…”
	
	

	
	A.  Revealed in Scripture and Tradition, confirmed by Magisterium, CCC 688
	
	

	
	B. Consubstantial with the Father and the Son
	
	

	
	C. Eternally proceeding from Father and Son
	
	

	
	D. CCC 692-3 Who is the Holy Spirit? i.e. Advocate, Paraclete
	
	

	
	E. Sanctifies and guides the Church through charismatic and hierarchical gifts (LG 4)
	
	

	
	1. Review charisms (see appendix A)
	
	

	
	2. How does the Catholic Church view the charismatic movement? For the good of the community, under the supervision of the Magisterium
	
	

	
	3. Vs. the Pentecostal movement, which sees gifts of the Holy Spirit as sign of authentic membership in the Church: me and the Holy Spirit
	
	

	
	4. Holy Spirit still within visible bounds of the Church,  at the service of all
	
	

	
	XI. “…We believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church…”
	
	

	
	A. What is Church? “Ecclesia” –to call out of, a convocation or assembly, God is calling together his people
	
	

	
	1. Christ and the Church are one: Acts 9:4-5, Col. 1:18, Eph. 4:4-6
	
	

	
	2. Only one religion has the fullness of truth (Catholic), but all religions may have some truth 1 Timothy 3:15 “The Church …is… the pillar and foundation of truth.”; Colossians 1:19; Ephesians 1:22-23
	
	

	
	B. Christ endows the Church with His Authority 
	
	

	
	1. Lk 10:16 “He who rejects you, rejects me.”
	
	

	
	2. Matt 18:17  “If he refuses to listen to them, tell the Church.  If he refuses to listen even to the Church then treat him as you would a Gentile or a tax collector.”
	
	

	
	3. No Salvation apart from Jesus, or outside Christ’s Body, the Church (LG 8; Jn. 3:5) (baptism by desire)
	
	

	
	C. Qualities of the Church
	
	

	
	1.  Spiritual and Visible (LG 1, Jn 17:20-21)
	
	

	∆
	2. Authority, Indefectible and Infallible Mt 16:18-19
	
	

	∆
	D. Define and Apply the Four Marks of the Church (Creed 3)
	
	

	
	1. How is the Church One?
	
	

	
	a. Three causes of unity CCC 813
	
	

	
	1) One Source: the Trinity
	
	

	
	2) One Founder: Jesus 
	
	

	
	3) One Soul: Holy Spirit
	
	

	
	b. Three bonds of unity CCC 814
	
	

	
	1) Profession of faith
	
	

	
	2) Worship (especially the sacraments)
	
	

	
	3) Authority through Apostolic succession
	
	

	
	c.  Division in NT times condemned as damnable CCC 817-19,1 Cor 1:10-17, obligation to work towards full unity
	
	

	
	2. How is the Church Holy? CCC 823-828
	
	

	
	a.  Holiness: perfection of charity, to be set apart for God
	
	

	
	b.  Sanctified: Christ, her Founder is holy and continues to sanctify
	
	

	
	c.  Sanctifying: Her purpose is salvation/holiness by means of the sacraments
	
	

	
	d. Members: communion of saints
	
	

	
	1) Those in Heaven: perfected in holiness
	
	

	
	2)  Those striving for holiness on earth and purgatory
	
	

	
	3. How is the Church Catholic? Catholic-universal, everyone is invited (Rom 12:4-5) unity in diversity
	
	

	∆
	a. The Church is for all people (for all times and in all places)
	
	

	
	b.  Sufficient: everything needed for salvation
	
	

	
	4. How is the Church Apostolic? received through the apostles, apostolic succession from Peter to current pope, the Spirit guides the Magisterium, (Mt 16:18, Jn 20-21, Eph 4:11, 1 Tim 3:1,8, 1 Tim 5:17, Tit 1:5), CCC 857,882-886, 890, 897, 901, 916, 927
	
	

	∆

∆
	a. Christ founded the Church by forming the Apostles. 
	
	

	
	b. Church stands on the foundation of the Apostles.
	
	

	
	c. Papacy/Apostolic Authority, (Mt 28:18-20, 16:18,19, Jn 21:17, Lk 24:34, Acts 1:13-26, 2:14, 5:1-11, 10:44-46, 14:23, 15:7, Eph 2:20, 1 Tim 3:1,8 5:17), CCC 100, 861, 882, 891-892, 937, 1087, 1463, 2034
	
	

	∆
	E. Magisterium
	
	

	
	1. Infallibility of the Church guards the Church’s authority John 16:12-13 
	
	

	
	a. Of the Church teaching (see Magisterium)
	
	

	
	1) Papal: pope by power of his office (Mt. 16:19)
	
	

	
	2) Collegial: bishops teaching in union with the Pope 
	
	

	
	3) Conciliar: Acts 15:28  Council of Jerusalem
	
	

	
	b. Of the Church taught (sensus fidei)  
	
	

	
	2. Defend Petrine / Papal Authority
	
	

	
	a. Peter serves as spokesperson for the Apostles: (Matt 19:27; Jn 6:69)
	
	

	
	b. Peter’s name is always first among the list of the Apostles:  (Mt 10:1-4; Acts 1:13)
	
	

	∆
	c. Jesus stated that Peter would not fail in matters of faith: Luke 22:31-32 
	
	

	
	d. Peter was given the Power of the Keys
	
	

	∆
	1) Matt 16:18 “You are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”
	
	

	
	a) Some object that the Greek name ‘Petra’ means ‘big rock,’ but the reference to ‘Petros’ is a ‘little rock’ and therefore does not make sense.  They claim the big rock must therefore refer to Jesus or the faith of Peter in Jesus.
	
	

	
	b) Explain that Jesus spoke Aramaic not Greek.  Kephas is Aramaic for “rock” and is also a proper masculine name and thus avoids the confusion.  
	
	

	
	c) Proof text that Jesus called Peter, Kephas: John 1:42 
	
	

	
	2) Matt 16:19 “I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven.  Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” (Keys denote authority.)
	
	

	
	3. Defend Petrine Infallibility
	
	

	
	a.   Some object that Gal 2:11 means that Peter is not infallible
	
	

	
	b. This passage in Galatians is concerned with Peter’s inappropriate personal preference not with a doctrinal statement that Peter made.
	
	

	
	c.    Distinguish infallibility from impeccability and biblical inspiration. (I.e., Peter was infallible but not impeccable)
	
	

	
	F. Church continues the mission of the apostles.
	
	

	∆
	1. Evangelization
	
	

	∆
	2. Inculturation: part of evangelization that examines the whole culture, identifies and raises up what is compatible with the Gospel, removes only that which is incompatible with the Catholic faith.
	
	

	
	XII. We believe in the communion of saints  (from Apostles Creed) 
	
	

	
	A. Heb 12:1 
	
	

	
	B.  Explain the intercession of the Saints as flowing from communion in the one body of Christ. John 15: Vine and Branches, interconnectedness of Church of all times and all places
	
	

	
	C. Intercessions of Saints in heaven
	
	

	
	1. Rev. 5:8; Rev. 8:4 “The smoke of the incense along with the prayers of the holy ones went up before God from the hand of the angel.”
	
	

	∆
	2.  Ask for the intercession of the saints in heaven (Church Triumphant) for: 
	
	

	
	a. Suffering in Purgatory: pray for souls in Purgatory
	
	

	
	b. Militant on Earth
	
	

	
	D. Intercession of saints through the one Mediator, Jesus
	
	

	
	1. Lk.9:28ff  Transfiguration: continued life of Moses and Elijah and their continued interest in Jesus
	
	

	
	2. Mt. 22:32 God is the God of the living, not the dead” proves the continued life of the saints.
	
	

	
	XIII. “…We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins…” (CCC 978)
	
	

	
	A. Matt 28:19-20 “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations baptizing them in the name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit.”
	
	

	
	1. Necessity of Sacrament of Baptism (1 Pt. 3:21)
	
	

	
	2. Necessity of Trinitarian formula
	
	

	
	3. Not merely a symbolic initiation but truly a removal of sins 
	
	

	
	B. Define and refute Doctrine of Sola Fide: saved by faith alone
	
	

	

	1.  Scriptural refutation Jm 2:24: “see how a person is justified by works and not by faith alone.” Only place where “faith alone” appears in the Bible in reference to salvation.
	
	

	
	2. Gal 5:6 “faith working through love”
	
	

	
	3. Phil 2:12 “work out your salvation in fear and trembling” 
	
	

	
	C. Distinguish between Justification and Sanctification
	
	

	
	D. Review scriptural basis for the sacraments (see Appendix I)
	
	

	
	E. Confession: 
	
	

	
	1. Explain the distinction between Mortal and Venial sins 1 John 5:16: “There is such a thing as a deadly (mortal) sin.”
	
	

	
	2. John 20:19-23  “As the Father has sent me so I send you.”  Then he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained.”
	
	

	
	3. 2 Cor 5:17-20: God appeals through the priests as he appeals through the apostles.
	
	

	
	F. Indulgences
	
	

	
	1. Matt 16:19; 18:18 
	
	

	
	2. Discuss definition (see glossary) and requirements.
	
	

	
	XIV. “…We look for the resurrection of the dead and life in the world to come.” 
	
	

	
	A. Bodily resurrection with our glorified bodies (1 Cor. 15) (Bodily resurrection of all human beings, both just and damned.)
	
	

	
	1. Reason for living the faith and cause of our hope
	
	

	
	2. Heaven-perfect life with the Trinity
	
	

	
	3. Purgatory  CCC 1031
	
	

	
	a. Discuss definition and purpose of Purgatory (see glossary)
	
	

	
	b. Scriptural sources
	
	

	
	1) Be familiar with 2 Maccabees 12:44-45  
	
	

	
	2) Rev 21:27 “Nothing unclean shall enter it (heaven).”
	
	

	
	3) 1 Cor 3:15-16 “The Day will disclose it…the person will be saved, but only as through fire.”
	
	

	
	B. Hell CCC1033, 1035
	
	

	
	1. Discuss reality of Hell (see glossary)
	
	

	
	2. Refute the nonexistence of Hell (Mt 13:41-42, Mt. 25:41)
	
	

	
	3. Punishments of Hell
	
	

	
	a. Eternal separation from God 
	
	

	
	b. Eternal loneliness: separation from others
	
	

	
	c. Inability to love, even self
	
	

	
	d. Suffering of physical body
	
	

	
	XV. Compare and contrast the Apostles’ Creed and Nicene Creed (see appendix)
	
	

	
	XVI. CONTEMPORARY MORAL CHALLENGES WITHIN SOCIETY
	
	

	
	**Mature discussions, from the viewpoint of Faith and Reason, should be conducted on the following topics:
	
	

	
	A. Contraception (1 Cor. 7:5-NFP, Gen. 38:4)
	
	

	∆
	B. Homosexuality (Rom. 1:27) 
	
	

	
	C. Other issues as needed
	
	



