Stewardship Hours 
Purpose and Requirements
Stewardship is the lived expression of our discipleship to Jesus Christ.  As such it is a necessary part of a truly Catholic formation.  Giving our time and talents in service to our neighbor is a natural part of the second great commandment, “Love your neighbor as yourself (Matt 19:9).”  The main purposes of this project are:
1. To develop a stewardship way of life as it applies to gifts of time and talent.  
2. To instill the habit of ‘self-gift’ as a genuine and active concern for their family, neighbor, parish and community.  

3. To develop the virtues of a healthy Catholic life as skills of human living and not simply theories found in books.

4. To put the mission of Bishop Carroll into practical action “…to assist parents in forming Disciples of Christ who enrich the culture as stewards of God’s gift.”

5. To foster within our students the image of Jesus Christ who “came to serve and not to be served (Matt 20:28).”  
Requirements

	Mission
	Class
	Course
	Type
	Virtue for Semester 
	# of Hours

	“To assist Parents…”


	Freshman
	Prayer, Liturgy and Sacraments
	Family
	Prudence

Humility
	10

	“In forming Disciples of Christ”
	Sophomore
	Morality
	Parish
	Temperance

Faith
	15

	“Who enrich the culture.”
	Junior
	Social Doctrine
	Needy / Socially Marginalized 
	Justice

Hope
	20

	“As Stewards of God’s gifts.”
	Senior
	Christian Vocation
	Secular Community
	Fortitude

Charity
	25


General Guidelines for all hours…

· Students are required to complete a total of 70 hours during their four years at BCCHS in the above format.  

· These hours must be completed by the end of the semester of the class’s particular course (See box above).  

· They may also be completed during the summer preceding the current school year (except for freshman).  The “current school year” is defined as the first day of summer vacation following any given school year till the last day of the academic year.
· Hours must be completed outside school hours.
· All hours must be recorded on the accompanying verification sheet, signed by the appropriated supervisor and turned into the theology teacher.  All verification sheets will be saved in a student file and will be valuable for future scholarships, job opportunities, interviews and recommendations.

· Be forewarned!  Procrastination leads to unnecessary delay in completing a project that can easily be accomplished in a reasonable amount of time.  

Penalties

· At times Bishop Carroll receives complaints of laziness, negativity or defiant attitudes.  This goes directly contrary to the nature of stewardship as well as the Christian attitude of joyful and generous service.  Therefore, if a student is reported to be lazy, negative or defiant that student will repeat those hours.
· Parish coordinators, Organizations and Volunteer services spend much time and effort planning and arranging schedules.  When volunteers do not follow through with their commitment it causes those organizations serious frustrations.  Therefore, if a student agrees to a set amount of hours and does not show up (without prior cancelation) that student will double the hours he or she misses.
· If the stewardships hours are not completed, or if a student falsifies or lies about completing them the student will fail the course in which the hours are due.  They will be required to retake that course.  If it is the student’s senior year, that student will not graduate with a Bishop Carroll diploma.
Specific Guidelines for Each Class…

Freshmen: Family hours…
· …are defined as any free will service to one’s immediate family: parents, brothers or sisters or grandparents.

· …are completed by serving anyone to whom you are biologically or legally related.

· …do not include one’s ordinary household duties.

· …must go beyond what parents normally expect.

· …may not include work done as a punishment.

· …may not include work done for which one is paid UNLESS they are done without pay.

· …must be verified by one’s parents.

· Examples can be… Lead a family rosary, plan/arrange a family game/movie night, prepare dinner for your family, do EXTRA chores in addition to the ones you already have, arrange for family adoration, assisting with elderly or disabled relatives…

Sophomore: Parish hours…
· …are defined as any involvement in an activity directly sponsored by the parish to which one is registered.  (For Non-Catholic students they are to be completed by service to the congregation which one normally attends.  Any questions may be referred to the chaplain.)

· …must be verified by one’s pastor or associate pastor (or a person whom they delegate). 

· …can include any service hours required for Confirmation preparation.

· …includes active participation in any parish-based event:  youth group, CYM, dead theologians society, generations of faith, teaching PSR or Sunday school, assisting at ‘fun-nights’, parish dinners, coffee and rolls, attending parish missions, parish fundraisers, etc.  The key is that it must be parish-based activity sponsored by one’s own parish.

· …do not include participation in Sunday Mass (or for non-Catholics, Sunday services) even if one is performing a liturgical function at that Mass.  

· However, the conscientious preparation for liturgical ministries does count.  For example, lectors could spend about an hour preparing, through practice and meditation, on the readings they are assigned.  Those who sing in the choir spend time in rehearsal, practicing on their own and warming-up before Mass.  Thus all preparation time of an hour or more for any liturgical ministry counts, but not the time spent in Mass itself.

· If a person performs a liturgical function for a second Mass, this does count.

Juniors: Hours to the needy or socially marginalized…
· …are defined by service to a person (or persons) who are truly needy or to those who are somehow socially marginalized

· “Needy” is defined as a person or persons who are incapable of carrying out certain duties due to physical incapability, age, illness or handicap.

· “Socially marginalized” are defined as a person or persons who are poor, homebound, infirmed or incarcerated.

· …must be verified by the supervisor under which the hours were performed.

· …may be fulfilled with service to a truly needy member of one’s own family (so long as this is not a normal expectation of family life).

· Note:  Students should give primary care to the needy and socially marginalized in one’s own parish prior to independent charities.  (Pastors are very aware of these persons in their parish and can be asked who needs such help.)

· …can include any service hours required for Confirmation preparation or in conjunction with any other group (e.g. Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Sports Teams, 4H etc.) so long as they are to the needy and socially marginalized.

· …may be fulfilled by any service offered through retirement homes or centers, group homes for mentally or physically handicapped, day care for mentally or physically handicapped, Adult day care, Catholic Charities, Big Brother and Big Sisters, Lord’s Diner, Harbor House, Anthony Family Shelter, …

Senior: Community Hours…

· …are defined as any service to a non-profit organization in the wider Wichita community that is not associated to one’s family or the Catholic Church.

· …are intended to teach the student how to be comfortable in service to the wider community, therefore a parent or a close relative cannot supervise the hours nor the organization chosen.
· …cannot be connected to a Catholic Parish so that students can learn to apply Catholic values in the secular community.  (Service to a Catholic parish properly falls under stewardship and should already be a regular part of the student’s faith life.)  

· … cannot be in corroboration with any Bishop Carroll organization that the student is a member of such as the Mission Club, Liturgy Club, National Honors Society, athletic teams etc.

· …can be fulfilled by service to Mennonite Housing Rehabilitation, the Leukemia Society, tutoring in non-catholic school with an at-risk child, the Wichita Children’s home, Meals on Wheels, any nonprofit hospital such a Via Christi, Catholic Charities and the Lord’s diner (these count because they serve the city at large)  
Procedure…
1. Decide which activity you will do for your stewardship.

2. Print off the accountability from.  

a. Use one form for each activity not for each hour.
3. Get your hours pre-approved by your teacher.

4. Do your hours.

5. Have your Parish Priest, Parent or Activity Supervisor fill out the appropriate box on the accountability form.

6. Complete the entire accountability form.

7. Keep all forms in safe-keeping until all required hours are completed.

8. Complete the final reflection handout.  

a. You can get the final reflection from your religion teacher.

9. Turn Accountability forms and Final Reflection into the appropriate religion teacher.

