
The Mission of 

Bishop Carroll Catholic High School

is 

to assist parents 

in forming Disciples of Christ 

who enrich culture 

as stewards of God’s gifts.  

THE MISSION

The Mission of Bishop Carroll Catholic High School is to assist parents in forming Disciples of Christ who enrich culture as stewards of God’s gifts.  This statement forms the thrust and impetus for the activity of Bishop Carroll Catholic High School.  It is intended to be a statement of present being as well as a goal to be attained.  As a statement of present being, that is, who we are now, Bishop Carroll is to be rooted in the Mission of the Catholic Schools of the Diocese of Wichita, 

“to form each student to be a disciple of Jesus Christ who seeks the Truth, grows to love it and learns to live it,” 

as well as the worldwide mission of the Church to 

“Go, make disciples of all nations.” 
 
It is intended to capture and to form our current identity so that the administration, faculty, staff, parents and students of Bishop Carroll might have a common vision and a common understanding of the nature of this institution.  

As a goal that is to be attained, this statement should continually challenge us to strive ever more fervently to create a community that challenges young people with a quality Catholic Education. 
  This mission should move us to a deeper understanding of the vital nature of Catholic high school education, inspire us to build an authentic Catholic culture for the personal formation of our youth and foster an awareness of the Universal call to Holiness.

TO ASSIST PARENTS

“That the things the Lord commanded to our fathers 

they should make known to their sons, so the coming 

generations might know, so children who are born 

should arise and tell their children, to put their hope 

in God and not forget the works of God, 

but to keep his commandments.” 

This Scripture, carved in stone, has adorned the courtyard and entrance of Bishop Carroll throughout its years of existence so that all who read it might know that the handing on (traditio) of faith from one generation to the next, from parents to children, is the central identity of this institution.  Therefore, the first and most fundamental aspect of the mission of BCCHS is to assist parents.  The documents of the second Vatican Council and the most recent teachings of the Catholic Church, both in the United States and throughout the world, has reiterated again and again this fundamental and basic fact: parents are the first educators of their children in the ways of faith and no individual or institution can usurp this primary role of mothers and fathers.  Indeed so fundamental is this duty of parents to educate their children that it is part of the original formulation of the first great commandment:

“Hear, O Israel!  The Lord is our God, the Lord alone.  Therefore, you shall love the Lord your God, with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength.  Take to heart these words, which I enjoin on you today.  Drill them into your children.  Speak of them at home and abroad, whether you are busy or at rest.” 

This clarion call to drill the love of God into our children has echoed throughout the history of the Church and continues to echo in the homes and halls of Bishop Carroll.  We read in the declaration on Christian education entitled, “The Paramount Importance of Education”: 

Since parents have conferred life on their children, they have a most solemn obligation to educate their offspring. Hence, parents must be acknowledged as the first and foremost educators of their children. Their role as educators is so decisive that scarcely anything can compensate for their failure in it. For it devolves on parents to create a family atmosphere so animated with love and reverence for God and others that a well-rounded personal and social development will be fostered among the children. Hence, the family is the first school of those social virtues, which every society needs. 
 
Thus, parents are called not only to be procreators, that is to partner with God to give biological life to their children, but also to be educators, that is to give spiritual, emotional and intellectual life to their children.  John Paul II further expands this point in his encyclical to the families saying:

The right and duty of parents to give education is essential, since it is connected with the transmission of human life; it is original and primary with regard to the educational role of others, on account of the uniqueness of the loving relationship between parents and children; and it is irreplaceable and inalienable, and therefore incapable of being entirely delegated to others or usurped by others. 

Thus the family is absolutely fundamental and can never be replaced.  Therefore, Bishop Carroll is to serve in a subsidiary
 role to parents in the education of their children.  In this way it is doing its part to “inspire and equip the family to fulfill its mission in the Church and in the world.” 
  The Second Vatican Council states,  

“The Council also reminds Catholic parents of the duty of entrusting their children to Catholic schools wherever and whenever it is possible and of supporting these schools to the best of their ability and of cooperating with them for the education of their children.”

Parents entrust their children to the faculty, staff and administration of BCCHS, not to relinquish their duty, but to aid themselves through the expertise of trained professionals in various disciplines.  In this way, the faculty, staff and administration are human instruments by which parents are aided in carrying out the daunting task of forming children in the image of Jesus Christ.  To this end, a constant communication must be maintained between parents and teachers so that the best education and formation may be achieved while at BCCHS.  This communication must be based on trust; trust that the best choices are being made in regard to children both by the parent as well as the teacher or administrator.  


Parents must also remember that they are being aided in the duty of raising their children in the faith by their parish and by their pastors who are providing this Catholic education through stewardship.  Because of the central role of the pastor in the stewardship model, BCCHS will maintain open communication with the pastors to keep them informed of issues concerning their parishioners who attend this school.    Parents must make a concerted effort to live up to their parish family agreements and to truly live out the stewardship way of life.  Among the foremost responsibilities of a stewardship way of life is the regular participation in Sunday Mass.  Participation at Sunday Mass is not an option.  Indeed, so decisive is Sunday Mass to the mission of Catholic education, that if a family, for whatever reason, is regularly absenting themselves from Sunday Mass they should consider sending their children to a different institution.  
However, an active life of stewardship is by no means the sole responsibility of the parent. Students are morally responsible for their own faith lives.  Active involvement in the stewardship way of life, especially Sunday Mass, is as much their responsibility as their parents.  Their education comes at great sacrifice to the parish.  As such, it is of the gravest importance that the student him or herself makes a serious effort to maintain good relations with their pastor and parish.  The generous gift of their education should be received with an attitude of gratitude expressed in active participation in the life of the parish.  

All of this being said, it must be remembered that our first parent is God the Father, whom we have the courage to call “Abba,” 
 Christ himself is our Chief Shepherd and the Church, the Bride of Christ, 
 is our spiritual Mother.  In a particular way, Bishop Carroll, is called to assist this Divine Family in spreading the truth of the human person and the Gospel.  Thus, all teachings within this institution will refer back to the teaching authority of the Church, whom Scriptures testify is the “pillar and bulwark of truth
.” 
IN FORMING


The proper mission of Catholic Education is ‘formation,’ 
 not simply ‘teaching.’ As Cardinal Poupard eloquently states,

“The educational process is not simply the transmission of useful data but a formation of the human person, first in the interior and moral dimension and then in the intellectual and physical dimension…Education cannot be limited only to the athletic or intellectual dimension.  A man who is not morally formed is deformed and easily becomes immoral or even amoral.  It is important, therefore, to return to the idea of the formation of personality of children and young people in their character.” 

This emphasis on the primacy of formation over “transmission of useful data” is the distinctive characteristic of the culture of Catholic education.  Thus, Catholic education strives at transmitting the ‘art of living’ through the imitation of Christ.   As Gaudium et Spes states,

“Christ fully reveals man to man himself and makes his supreme calling clear
.”   

In Christ, all education takes on a shaping and molding into a fully mature and free adult.  Thus, all disciplines in the school should be seen not only through the lens of ‘data’ but also through the lens of the art of living.  ‘Art’ in this sense should be understood as ‘the creative application of skills’ to achieve a life well lived in imitation of Christ.  

Each discipline within Catholic Education should be seen within this wider scope. 
  A truly Catholic education imparts certain life skills that equips students to embrace the fullness of a life well lived.  The Synod encourages this formation stating that we are to “provide integral formation for the laity in their role of evangelizing the world.”
  The formation that occurs at BCCHS takes place in the academic, personal, communal and spiritual sense.  

Academically, BCCHS strives to provide the highest quality education in every academic discipline.  This school challenges young people to expand their minds and to fall in love with learning in such a way that they will continue their own education throughout their lives.  The pursuit of academic education is the search for truth, and truth itself is immediately attractive.  In a world that has divorced faith from reason, BCCHS tries to integrate the two at the very core of human and intellectual freedom. This truth is sought in the various academic disciplines ranging from science, to mathematics, art, literature, writing, music, drama, history, business, or any of the other disciplines.  Thus, each academic discipline has its own merit in relation to the truth it pursues. At the same time, the merit of each discipline stands in relation to other disciplines as well and should foster the connections between them whenever possible. 
 Yet all truth is ultimately reconcilable to the truth who is Jesus Christ who himself said, “I am the truth”.  As a Catholic institution we maintain that there is no distinction between the truths of faith and the truths of human reason. 
 We uphold the superiority of objective truth while informing the subjective understanding of truth belonging to each individual.  

At the level of personal formation, BCCHS recognizes that adolescent students are facing a multitude of challenges as they are developing into young adults.  Thus, personal formation at Bishop Carroll is concerned with developing those virtues necessary to make this time of growth successful. 
  As St. Peter exhorts,

“Make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love.”

Thus students must be challenged to grow in honesty, integrity, self-mastery, self-knowledge and self-discipline both in the classroom and through their extracurricular activities.  

In fact, extracurricular activities, should be seen in light of the mission of ‘formation.’  They are, so to speak, ‘practicum’s of the art of living’ and find their ultimate meaning in the disciplines and virtues they impart and not in the trophies they are awarded.  Such activities serve as ‘analogies for life’ and are ‘training grounds in human virtues.’  It is, in fact, growth in virtue that gives the central meaning to these activities in school.  Obedience, dedication, diligence, humility, fraternity and an endless list of virtues are all directly involved in any successful extracurricular activity.  Such activities instill in the students and attitude of striving for excellence that then folds over into a true ‘art of living.’  Long after theater, music, athletics, debate, etc. are over, the virtues and disciplines gained by them will remain with the young persons and aid them in their own vocations.  

Furthermore, such activities prepare students to understand the demands of the moral life by way of analogy.  The ‘rules’ of extracurricular activities, far from hindering the activity, allow students to excel in that particular skill.  These activities thus become an excellent preparation to illustrating how the ‘rules’ of a life well lived, far from hindering life, allow a person to excel in the joy of being fully human. 

Both Curricular and Extracurricular activities, within Catholic education, are also to be met with a generous life of devotion as well.  Indeed, this is all the more important in a society that is continually distancing prayer from education.  While all hint of religious superstition must be assiduously avoided, such a life of devotion calls to mind the true attitude of a steward.  All gifts are bestowed upon us from above.  Therefore the use of all of our giftedness must be an act of gratitude back to the One who has so gifted us.  Prayer in the classroom, sports Masses, acts of devotion or blessings before concerts, plays, games or at practices, therefore, serve as a constant reminder that, 

“Without God you can do nothing,” 

and help the students to carry out St. Paul’s commands, 

“In all circumstances give thanks as is the will of God in Christ Jesus.” 
 

In this way, too, the students giftedness is opened up to the act of the Holy Spirit who inspires all human activity. 

Communally, Bishop Carroll is called to teach young people how to respect the dignity of other people.  The clarion call of Jesus Christ to 

“Love your neighbor as yourself” 
 

is experienced in a unique way in the halls of a high school.  High school is a time of strong friendships as well as difficult challenges in relationships.  Therefore, it is a time to learn the true meaning of self-gift.   It is a time to learn to lay aside personal preference and to look to the needs of others before our own to build up peace and unity.  Thus, we are truly committed to a Christian way of life.  As Psalm 133:1 says,

“How good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity.”

St. Paul further encourages us to,


“Anticipate one another in showing respect.” 

Among the most challenging battlefields in the high school years is the battle against jealousy, gossip and character assassination.  Thus personal formation must include training the students to control the tongue from calumny or detraction.  As such a concerted effort of communal formation is striving to uncover the meaning of Christ’s words, 

“Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you
.” 
This can only be accomplished by imparting a clear concept of friendship
 aimed at communicating even within challenging relationships.  As Proverbs 27:17 states, 

“As iron sharpens iron so one man sharpens another.”

This ‘sharpening’ begins with the respect shown in the halls of this high school.

Bishop Carroll is not only concerned about formation within its own community but it is also concerned with formation in respect to the community at large.  To this end, BCCHS must form its students to have a true knowledge and respect for social justice issues so that they can actively advocate for a true understanding of human dignity. 
  To this end, the Synod calls us to, “Defend human life and promote human dignity.” 
 This justice begins with actively encouraging a Pro-Life mentality as well as fostering actions of charity toward the elderly, handicapped, homeless, destitute, infirmed, marginalized, incarcerated or others.  

BCCHS will also teach the students how to vote with a Catholic conscience and encourage them to interact with the political structures of our times.   Mutual investment from both parents and staff will reinforce the vital necessity of forming responsible American citizens who see the world through a Catholic ‘lens’.

Furthermore, students will perform mandatory stewardship hours, which are designed to help students develop a stewardship way of life, especially as it applies to gifts of time and talent.  They are intended to instill the habit of ‘self-gift’ in the students as well as a genuine and active concern for the communities in which they find themselves.  In this way, they are intended to train the students to be vigilant in discerning how they can contribute to the needs of others.  These hours should revolve around the family, the parish, the needy or socially marginalized, and the wider Wichita community.

In the spiritual sense, BCCHS is called to form the consciences and hearts of young people to fall in love with the Blessed Trinity and to develop a lasting relationship with the Church that will ultimately lead them to heaven.  In this way, students are challenged to 

“Love God with their whole heart, mind, soul and strength.” 
  

To this end, daily Mass, weekly confession, adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, retreats, talks, youth trips and mission trips are all available to the students to give them ample opportunity to form a loving relationship with Jesus Christ.  Thus, Bishop Carroll works to “promote greater appreciation of the Sacred Liturgy, especially the Sunday Eucharist, and all the practices and traditions that keep the Lord’s Day holy
.” 
Central to this spiritual formation is the regular celebration of the Eucharist, which is the source and summit
 of the entire Catholic faith.  This is the heart and core of the entire life of the school because this is Jesus Christ himself in our midst.  This is the decisive factor of a truly Catholic education.  Here again students and families must be challenged in their attitude to the spiritual and liturgical life of the school.  Some students actively seek to avoid participation in the Eucharist either by slyly avoiding the opportunities or by fabricating excuses to be absent.  If this is the case, such students should seriously consider why they are at a Catholic school in the first place and should perhaps change schools if they continue to obstinately persist in not participating in the spiritual and liturgical life of the school.  

Special attention should also be drawn to the regular practice of the sacrament of confession.  Many persons today are disconcerted with the constant stories of inappropriate behavior within the Catholic Schools.  Some even use this as a whipping post to detract from the virtues of Catholic education.  Still others find it disillusioning and no small scandal to the mission and formation proper to a Catholic school.  While it is the constant aim of a Catholic institution to encourage its students to embrace a holier level of living it must be called to mind that Jesus himself said, 

"Those who are healthy do not need a physician, but the sick do. I have not come to call the righteous to repentance but sinners."

Bishop Carroll is not a school simply for the perfect.  Rather it is a school that offers the possibility of conversion to all its members.  Sinful things do happen, and while this is never simply excused, students are constantly encouraged to generously use of the sacrament of mercy and forgiveness.  As such, it is proper to the mission of a Catholic school to foster a sense of hope by living out the scriptures,

“Be merciful, just as your heavenly Father is merciful.  Stop judging and you will not be judged.  Stop condemning and you will not be condemned.  Forgive and you will be forgiven.” 

Bishop Carrol is to also aid parishes in preparing the students for full initiation into the faith by the free reception of the sacrament of Confirmation.  Through this sacrament students should learn to live by the power of the Holy Spirit who acts in us through his precious gifts
 and fruits
.

In a very particular way, the formation of adolescents includes a strong formation in chastity.  

Closely associated to chastity is the virtue of sobriety.  Archaic myths regarding chastity and sobriety belittle these virtues to merely repressing one’s desires; however, Catholic teaching goes well beyond this by transforming human hearts through self-mastery.  As the Catechism of the Catholic Church states, 

“Chastity includes an apprenticeship in self-mastery which is a training in human freedom.” 
  

This includes the development of the virtues of the whole person, which allow a person to control the various passions and movements of the heart, mind and body.  As such, a true teaching in chastity and sobriety includes all virtues that allow the young person to live the beatitude, 

“Blessed are the pure of heart, for they will see God
.”   

More than ever, Satan and the modern world are intent on robbing young people of their innocence and purity.  Human beings were made for the eternal vision of God
 and without chastity and sobriety that vision is obscured, as the Beatitude says, the pure of heart will see God.  Thus, BCCHS teaches the unequivocal message of chastity and sobriety of life which includes clear teaching in abstinence before marriage, refraining from illicit alcohol or drugs, modesty in dress (especially at dances and extracurricular activities) and respect for the character of other persons and their property. In short, we want to form our young men into true gentlemen and our young women into true ladies.

In upholding the message of chastity of life, Bishop Carroll also assists parents in teaching their children the truth of human personality and sexuality in all its complexity.  The human person is a physical, social, intellectual, psychological, emotional and spiritual being.  Thus, all the academic disciplines of this institution aid in forming the central identity of each student and unleash those talents that are unique to each individual.  Yet here too, in forming and educating the student at the level of sexuality and personality, the school’s task is not to substitute for the family, rather it is 

“…assisting and completing the work of parents, furnishing children and adolescents with an evaluation of sexuality as value and task of the whole person, created male and female in the image of God.” 

Therefore, the education that takes place at the level of sexuality is always done with the utmost respect for the parent’s primary role in this area, as well as, the particular sensitivity and age respective of each student.  The school is, therefore, to serve as a resource to which parents may turn in order to assist them in difficult and technical areas and is not to usurp their authority.  At the same time, however, the school is to challenge students and parents alike in developing a healthy sense of sexuality; which fosters a true appreciation for the students’ own mind, heart and body as well as those of others.
All of this formation must happen with respect for genuine human freedom.  There must be a true sense of cooperation between young people, parents and the faculty, staff and administration of this school.  No one can be forced to become a better person.  Therefore, students themselves must take on the primary concern for their own formation and education.  The attitude and activity of the students must be such that they willingly pursue their own growth thereby making the years at BCCHS truly fruitful and lasting.


The work of formation is by no means relegated merely to the faculty of Bishop Carroll.  This work of formation is first of all supported and directed by the generous activity of the administration and counselors.  Theirs is truly a ministry of service to the school at large.  Leadership within the Christian dispensation is never to be conceived as ‘power’ or ‘autocracy’ but as ‘service’ and ‘universality.’  Jesus himself has said,


“I have not come to be served but to serve
.”

Thus all leadership is to be interpreted in the light of service.  The ‘hierarchical’ arrangement found in any Catholic institution must be arranged on the principle of universality of service in imitation of Christ.  Thus Matthew says,


“The greatest among you must be your servant
.” 

In this way, administrators and counselors, serve the faculty, staff and students by fostering a more appropriate atmosphere to the spread of the Gospel and achievement in the various disciplines.  Indeed this attitude of service must be found among all members of the school.  In this way, the students themselves will adopt the attitude of servant-leadership, if even by type of environmental osmosis.


Classified staff, too, has their own role in the formation of the students at Bishop Carroll.  Often times classified staff, maintenance, receptionists and secretaries, etc., are seen as either in a secondary role or even an unrelated role in the formation of the students.  Indeed, if the focus of the school was merely one of teaching this may be somewhat true.  However, under the aspect of human formation, every person plays a vital role in the witness of Christian living.  Classified staff by no means go unnoticed.  Students recognize them and witness the diligence and friendliness with which classified staff work.  The constant efforts of the maintenance staff, the care of nurses and the joy of receptionist aid in their own way to the overall joy of the Catholic institution.  Special mention should be made of all persons who are the first contact of guests and parents who communicate with the school.  Often times the first impression is the lasting impression thus there must be constantly diligent effort at truly Christian hospitality.  In particular, all classified staff should look to St. Joseph as their model whose strength and diligence provided everything necessary for the Holy Family to carry out its mission of salvation, even if sometimes his work seemed to be in the background.


The over all work of formation is entrusted to the chaplain in a particular way.  The chaplain is to exercise stewardship of the overall mission of salvation to the school.  This mission intrinsically includes the fostering of the spiritual and liturgical life of the school especially found in the celebration of Mass and Confession as well as fostering devotion within the overall life of the school.  The overall activity of the formation of Christian disciples is also entrusted to the chaplain.  This includes the ensuring of the subtle influence of Catholic teaching and thought through all the various curricular and extracurricular areas of formation without impeding their own integrity.  Also entrusted to the chaplain is the generous cooperation between the school and the mission of the parish as well as the ministry of pastors.

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST

“Go, therefore and make disciples of all nations,

baptizing them in the name of the Father,

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,

teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you;

and lo, I am with you always, until the close of the age
.”


“Those who accepted Jesus’ message to follow him are called his disciples.” 
  

Discipleship is the privilege of being called into a loving relationship with Jesus Christ so that we live His life and share the joy of His Good News.  Our hope is to build up young men and women in the Church who will

“always be ready to give an account for the hope that is within them.” 

There is no discipleship without conversion and conversion is a daily reality.  This conversion, this “metanoia,” is a true ‘turning around,’ or change of life, that challenges us to become truly holy persons. 
  As scripture says, 

“God had already chosen us to be His through our union with Christ, so that we would be holy and without fault before Him." 
  

In this way, every individual is to achieve that image and likeness of God 
 in which we were created who Himself is “Holy, Holy, Holy.” 
   Indeed, the foundational priority of the Third Synod of the Diocese of Wichita is to “build hope that holiness is accessible for everyone through participation in the community of Jesus, the Church.”  Therefore, as it is a priority for the Diocese it is likewise a priority for BCCHS.  

We are all called to holiness and we are all called to pattern our lives on Jesus Christ
.  Ultimately, this conversion of life results in a vocation to which each individual is called.  A vocation is 

“the calling or destiny we have in this life and hereafter….the fulfillment of this vocation is eternal happiness.” 
  

The Synod challenges us to “facilitate the acceptance of vocations from God, especially to the priesthood and consecrated life.” 
  Thus, one of the main tasks of the mission of BCCHS is to aid each student in listening to the call of God and in clarifying his or her vocation.  There are four basic vocations or states in life to which a person may be called: marriage, religious life, priesthood or single life.  

Children should be so educated that as adults they can follow their vocation, including a religious one, with a mature sense of responsibility and can choose their state of life; if they marry, they can thereby establish their family in favorable moral, social and economic conditions.
 

As such, through the process of formation and conversion, a student should come to understand his or her own strengths and abilities and in learning these be able to respond to God’s call.  Particular attention is afforded to religious life and priesthood due to the unique challenge and need of these vocations.  Jesus has said, 

“The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few.” 
  

Bishop Carroll has enjoyed a large response of its alumni to God’s call to the priesthood or religious life, and it is called to continue to foster these vocations whenever they are present.

Conversion also affects the faculty, staff and administration of Bishop Carroll.  Being directly involved in the formation of students they themselves must be the first to undergo the challenge of conversion.  No one can teach or witness to what they have not first learned.  Therefore the faculty, staff and administration must strive to be holy themselves, living lives of the Gospel and commandments, and only then turn to the students to aid them in this same task.  

In a particular way the teacher is an icon of Jesus Christ. 
  Scriptures states that we should, 

“…call no one teacher, for you have one teacher, and you are all students
.” 
This is not to distract from the value of teaching but to remind teachers that Jesus Christ himself is the first teacher of us all.  For this reason, all who have a role in formation of students must remember that it is not only in word but also in deed that they teach and form.  They must remember that students not only hear words but also witness activity.  All persons, therefore, are called to bring both their words and their actions into conformity with the Gospel and the teachings of Christ to be a truly effective teacher and formator.  
Included in this conversion are also the constant efforts of administrators, faculty and staff to keep the zeal of their work and discipleship alive.  This discipleship includes their own life of stewardship, primarily expressed in their generous life in their various parish communities.  Sunday Mass (or services) is, likewise, the decisive act by which one should determine the one’s presence in the Catholic school system.  

New teachers faculty or staff must be cautious that they do not become overwhelmed by the demands of lesson planning and the constant need of volunteering for the many extracurricular activities.  Experienced members must guard themselves for the dangers of routine or rut.  This is especially true for persons who have been in the Catholic school system for many years.  Recent years within the Church have been ones of great transition and more experienced persons have seen much fluctuation in the Church’s life.  This witness can threaten one to become callous or suspect to new efforts at evangelization within the Church.  The book of Revelations warns,


“Yet I hold this against you, you have lost the love that you had at first.”

In light of this more experienced teachers, administrators or staff must make concerted effort at constantly keeping the zeal of their faith alive.  Furthermore, years of service bring years of interaction with peers that can be either positive or negative.  In light of both of these all faculty, administration and staff should examine themselves:  Am I in danger of being in a rut?  Have I given into professional complacency?  Have I fortified myself in my ‘favorite’ routines or volunteer positions and obstinately refuse to stretch into new areas?  Have I given into religious apathy in light of the many pressures of the recent years of the Church?  Have I become relationally fortified among my peers?  Am I open to welcoming new members of the faculty, staff and administrators?  Do I need to forgive my peers or seek reconciliation in any way?

WHO ENRICH CULTURE

“And what you heard from me through many witnesses 

entrust to faithful people 

who will have the ability to teach others as well.” 

Culture is the personality of a society. 
 A thriving Catholic culture is built by rich traditions and ideals that give it its personal identity.  However, culture doesn’t just happen.  It is shaped.  Therefore, a clear concept of culture needs to be understood.  

 The word "culture" … indicates everything whereby man develops and perfects his many bodily and spiritual qualities; he strives by his knowledge and his labor, to bring the world itself under his control. He renders social life more human both in the family and the civic community, through improvement of customs and institutions. …  Thence it follows that human culture …arise[s] from the diverse manner of using things, of laboring, of expressing oneself, of practicing religion, of forming customs, of establishing laws and juridical institutions, of cultivating the sciences, the arts and beauty… which permit him to promote civilization.

The Synod itself encourages us to “engage American culture, and subcultures within, through Catholic education and on-going formation.”
  It is to this end that the mission of Bishop Carroll calls its students.  The students of Bishop Carroll are called to be “artisans of the culture of their community.” 
 They are called to educate themselves in such wise that they are able to shape and form the communities in which they live.  They are, in short, to help shape and form the personality of society at large.  


Jesus himself calls all people to enrich culture.  He refers to the kingdom of God as leaven in bread.
  Just as leaven quietly affects the whole dough making it rise, so too does the Christian in the world quietly affect all of culture making it rise in love and holiness.  He exhorts his disciples to be

“in the world but not of the world
.” 

Jesus has no intention of ‘hiding’ his disciples from the world.  On the contrary, he fully intends to send his disciples into the world so that they can sanctify it and enrich it by their faith-filled activity.  While it is true that the world needs holy priests and sisters, it is also true that the world is in desperate need of holy and faithful government officials, medical professionals, scientists, educators, blue-collar workers and an endless list of lay professions.  There is no profession or walk of life that is not in need of truly courageous men and women who are willing to be proud and unequivocally Catholic.  


As such the work of ‘enriching culture’ is simultaneously the work of evangelization.

“The task of evangelizing all people constitutes the essential mission of the Church
.”

Cardinal Ratzinger, now Pope Benedict, himself unites the work of evangelization to the art of living that is the proper object of Catholic education.  He says,

“To evangelize means…to teach the art of living.  The deepest poverty is the inability of joy, the tediousness of a life considered absurd and contradictory.  This is why we are in need of a new evangelization – if the art of living remains an unknown, nothing else works.  But this art is not the object of a science – this art can only be communicated by one who has life – he who is the Gospel personified
.”

Thus, by making the ‘art of living’ the aim of Catholic education, Bishop Carroll is producing men and women who will be the very evangelizers of our current culture.


For this reason, Bishop Carroll exerts great energy in imbuing every facet of its education with the call to discipleship and the ‘art of living’ that encourages its students to participate in the ‘New Evangelization’ of culture.  

In order for individual men to discharge with greater exactness the obligations of their conscience toward themselves and the various groups to which they belong, they must be carefully educated to a higher degree of culture through the use of the immense resources available today to the human race. Above all, the education of youth from every social background has to be undertaken, so that there can be produced not only men and women of refined talents, but those great-souled persons who are so desperately required by our times.

Thus, every opportunity must be taken in the classroom to achieve this ‘higher degree of culture’ to the innovative planning of teachers.  

Even though students are being educated in culture they are also called to affect culture now, while they are still students.  Thus, the Synod challenges us to, “Engage our youth in the life and mission of the Church
.”  While they are being formed to enrich culture in the future, they learn to do so by enriching the culture in which they find themselves in the present.  They are called to holiness in the home, in the parish, in the school, and in the workplace.  The students of Bisop Carroll  are not simply the ‘future’ of the Church or society, they are the present artisans of its culture.  Their job is to be “Catholic out-loud,” now. 
  As St. Paul writes to Timothy, 

“Let no one have contempt for your youth, but set an example for those who believe, in speech, conduct, love, faith and purity.” 


Concerning culture in the high school environment, mention must also be made of acceptance of the various ethnic and socio-economic cultures present at Bishop Carroll.  The fundamental identity of the Catholic Church is to be truly ‘universal’ as its name implies.  This universalism finds it’s meaning in the diverse expression of cultures while at the same time maintaining an intrinsic unity in faith.  Thus, the various racial cultures, as well as the various financial backgrounds of our students, must be nourished and supported with the dignity and respect due to them.  To this end, the Synod encourages us to, “Offer hospitality to all, welcoming the stranger, the disabled, and persons of various cultures and backgrounds.” 
 These cultures should find in the liturgy and in the classroom a welcome home for appreciation and celebration.  In this way, a truly ‘universal’ mindset will be fostered within all people involved in BCCHS.

AS STEWARDS OF GOD’S GIFTS

“Stewardship is the grateful response of a Christian Disciple

who recognizes and receives God’s gifts

and share these gifts in love of God and neighbor
.”

If young people are called to enrich culture then they are called to do so because of the variety of gifts that God has bestowed upon them.  As St. Peter says, 

“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied gifts.” 
  

Furthermore, we are called to 

“…be grateful stewards of the mercy of God the Father
.”  

Stewardship, as a way of life, has been an influential part of the Diocese of Wichita for nearly three decades.  It is, therefore, the unique mission of BCCHS to educate students in this way of life and to instill in them the mentality by which they can share their time, talent and treasure.  Here again, the faculty, staff and administration of BCCHS are also challenged in teaching students by way of example.  Just as they are called to be the first disciples so too they are called to be the first stewards, thereby being effective witnesses to the life of stewardship.  


Jesus himself speaks of the ‘good and faithful steward’ who multiplied the talents given to him rather than burying them out of fear of the master
. Everything is a gift.  As St. Paul says, 

“Name one thing you have that you have not received
.” 
Everything we have has been bestowed upon us by a God who loves us.  Our time, our talent, our treasure has all been given to us and must all be returned in thanksgiving.  Every student at Bishop Carroll is incredibly talented and gifted in many ways.  These talents take on a variety of expressions: linguistic, mathematical, artistic (spatial), musical, athletic, interpersonal or intrapersonal. 
  It is the attitude of a steward to recognize these talents and gifts, in himself or herself as well as in others; then to respond in thanksgiving by sharing them with every one he or she meets.  In this capacity, the program of formation at every level is intended to unlock the hidden genius of each student so that each of them can come to realized his or her full potential and to embrace his or her full dignity.


In speaking of stewardship, word must be mentioned of the justice due to the parish community to which our families belong.  The days in which Catholic education was reserved for the wealthy or for those who could afford it are gone.  The stewardship way of life in the Wichita Diocese has made it possible for any active parishioner to receive a quality Catholic education.  In large part, this in due to the many faithful parishioners who give of their time, talent and treasure who no longer have children in the Catholic school system.  Thus, it is a matter of justice that every Catholic view stewardship as a way of life stemming from the Gospel of Jesus Christ whether or not one has children in high school.  The gift of one’s time, talent and treasure can never be considered some sort of “payment for services rendered” that comes to an end when a student graduates.  Rather, as every student is able to come to this institution through the generosity of their parish, so they are to return that generosity in whatever way they can to provide the same opportunity for other members of their community.  Only in this way will other generations benefit from the stewardship way of life.

CONCLUSION

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever. 
  It is He who has called each of us into existence. 
  It is he who sustains each of us in his being. 
  And it is He who loves each of us to the end. 
  It is therefore, the particular mission of Bishop Carroll Catholic High School to assist parents in forming Disciples of this same Jesus Christ.  In doing so, we are forming artisans of a culture that is in desperate need of the message of hope.   We are also fostering the unique vocation of all students, be that to priesthood, religious life, married or single life, so that, as stewards of God’s gifts, they might influence the world with the message of Good News that is in Jesus Christ.   May Mary, Our Lady of Notre Dame, and Madonna of the Christ Child, the two titles given to this institution throughout its history, intercede on the behalf of Bishop Carroll so that it might fulfill the mission entrusted to it by Her Son and the Diocese of Wichita.  May we, for our part, as children of God the Father, be open to the movement of the Holy Spirit and graciously respond to the will of Jesus Christ as Mary so lovingly asks us to do when she says, 

“Do whatever he tells you.” 
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